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This time of the year reminds us of the 
many transitions that we go through each 

year: graduations, weddings, new personnel 
and new leadership at the parish, and new op-
portunities to discover what God is asking of 
us. Certainly the new stained-glass windows 
in the dome of our church help us to acknowl-
edge that we are always under the heavenly 
protection of God’s angels as we make our 
way on the journey of life. 
 In the month of May we bid farewell to Fr. 
Nick Pasadilla who served the parish commu-
nity for over four years as our “senior priest.” 
He is now retired from active ministry and back 
home in the Philippines where he will care for 
his aging mother. Also in May David Michael 
Moses, our pastoral year seminarian, complet-
ed his assignment at St. Martha and moved on 
to his summer program in Guatemala where he 
will learn Spanish. David Michael’s musical 
gifts and personable approach touched the lives 
of our whole parish, especially the children in 
our school, our teens, and our young adults. 
 In the month of June we welcome Fr. Mi-
chael Pham as our new parochial vicar. He was 
born in Viet Nam and came to this country as 
a refugee along with his entire family. He was 
ordained a priest ten years ago and is a member 
of a religious community. Fr. Michael is eager 
to serve the people of St. Martha and one of his 
stated goals is to learn Spanish so that he can 
minister to all of God’s people. We also said 

good-bye to our wonderful principal, Mrs. Tina 
Lewis, who served as the leader of St. Mar-
tha Catholic School for eight years. She will 
take the reins of St. Edward Catholic School 
in Spring, TX as principal for the 2017-18 
academic year. As Mrs. Lewis moves on, we 
welcome our new principal, Mrs. Jessica Mun-
scher, who comes to us from Pittsburgh, Penn-
sylvania. She and her husband, Eric, along with 
their two children, have already found a new 
home in the Kingwood area. Mrs. Munscher is 
excited to lead our faculty, and staff as we con-
tinue to provide excellent Catholic education to 
the families of our parish.
 During the summer months we will wel-
come new arrivals to St. Martha and will sadly 
say farewell to those who will move to other 
parishes within the archdiocese and some 
to other states or other countries. Life in the 
Kingwood area has always been that way. As a 
member of Sts. Martha, Mary, & Lazarus, the 
Friends of Jesus parish, we know how impor-
tant it is to be warmly welcomed into this com-
munity of faith. Let us take time to reach out 
to those whom we do not know and provide 
genuine hospitality to them. The Bible teaches 
that when we welcome strangers, we are wel-
coming God’s angels into our lives.

Fr. Chester Borski 
Pastor 
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New Dome Windows
In designing the rose windows for the church it was decided 

that they not only be beautiful but they should be forma-
tional, meaning they needed to convey the story of God’s sal-
vation for man through Christ. The three rose windows in the 
church tell the story of Jesus from his Incarnation through his 
ministry, to the establishment of the covenant through the Sac-
raments of Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist, to the Resur-
rection and his Kingship in heaven.
 In designing the windows in the dome of the church it was 
important to continue the story of God’s plan for all of his 
creation. Looking up at the windows above the altar it seemed 
that it should have a heavenly theme.
  As research was done, John’s Book of Revelation pointed 
to the many descriptions of the heavenly court. Through con-
tinued study it was discovered that there is a whole theology 
on the angels. In the Bible there are 116 references to angels in 
the Old Testament and 175 in the New Testament. The refer-
ences appear throughout the Bible from Genesis to Revelation.

FIRST HIERARCHY OF ANGELS: ADORATION AND 
CONTEMPLATIVE ANGELS

First Choir

Seraphim,
“burning fires of love”

• Their chief characteristic is great and ardent love.
• Always in ecstasy.
• Made for one thing – love the God of love.
• Without ceasing they honor, praise and love the most Blessed
 Trinity - praising and loving the Blessed Trinity – they can 
 do nothing else.
• They have six wings: two to cover feet, two to fly, and two 
 to cover face.
• Has a child’s head. Mark 10:15, “Whoever does not accept
 the kingdom of God like a child will not enter it.”

Second Choir

Cherubim, 
“full of wisdom”

• Communicating Divine Plan of God to the other Choirs.
• Garments shine with pure brilliant light.
• Carries a fiery sword in right hand (omitted sword to convey 
 the pose of receiving and offering gifts and communicating 
 Divine light to the other choirs).
• They have four faces— man, ox, lion and eagle. The ox face 
 is considered the true face.
• They have eight conjoined wings covered with eyes and have 
 ox’s feet.
• The object of the wheel within a wheel with eyes round about 
 is described in Ezekiel 10:12. The wheels help to distinguish 
 this kind of angelic being from the others.

Third Choir

Thrones

• Angels of peace.
• Living symbols of God’s justice and authority.
• They appear calm, tranquil, and immovable.
• Their arms folded across breast.
• Their look when directed toward Heaven is of the deepest 
 humility and burning love.
• They occupy thrones like kings.
• Crowns are resplendent.
• They are clothed in a brilliant mantle.
• At their feet lies a scepter.
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Dome Windows
• The arch-like element in the background is traditional and 
 denotes authority and position.

SECOND HIERARCHY OF ANGELS: REGULATIVE 
CHOIRS OF ANGELS

Fourth Choir

Dominions 

• Angels of leadership.
• Zeal for Divine Glory – their principle office is to manifest 
 God’s Will.
• Appear in white garments.
• Carries small scepter. Their face shines like the sun and their 
 crown is a blinding radiance.
• On their breast they bear a shield with the name of God. 
• Assigned to those who give spiritual guidance as teachers, 
 from the pulpit or in the confessional.
• Missionaries under their protection.
• Given to superiors of monasteries and seminaries.

 

Fifth Choir

Principalities 

• Purity of intention is their virtue seeking the honor and 
 interest of God alone.
• They kneel before the throne of God praying night and day 
 for members of their parish.
• They adore the hidden God in the tabernacles.
• Hands are always folded in prayer.

• Garments are color of Amethyst.
• Their crown is a diadem with two stars. 
• Charged with watching over empires, provinces, dioceses, 
 and parishes. 
• Their countenance is friendly and gracious but at times 
 sorrowful when sacraments have been received unworthily 
 in their churches.

Sixth Choir

Powers

• Warrior angels against evil.
• Have unlimited sway over the wicked spirits; given great 
 intelligence to discover the evil spirits’ schemes and plans
 for our destruction.
• Appears tall and earnest.
• Wears alb and dalmatic which is colored according to the 
 virtues of the souls they serve.
• Is solely guardian of priests with few exceptions.
• Normally depicted with hands over breasts with compelling 
 and authoritative look.
• Their faces shine with great splendor.

THIRD HIERARCHY OF ANGELS: ADMINISTRATIVE 
ANGELS.

Seventh Choir

Virtues

• Energy and strength attributed to them.
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Capital Campaign Update
 Through March, 1543 families or individuals are participating in our third capital campaign. Of those, 1133 have 
pledged $5.8 million and contributed $3.4 million toward those pledges. Another $300,000 in unpledged contributions 
has been received, bringing total contributions to $3.7 million. We are truly blessed by your generosity. Our debt now 
stands at a little under $10.2 million. We continue to pray that every family in our parish may participate in our journey 
through contributions and prayers.
 We are planning to hold several receptions in the next few months to inform parishioners who have joined the parish 
in the past year of the story of our journey to the new campus and invite them to participate in the capital campaign. Dates 
and invitations will be forthcoming. 

• Have dominion over all the elements; All nature is subjected 
 to their control.
• Clothed in blue and girded in gold.
• A broad golden crown encircles the head and a bright star 
 shines above the forehead.

 
 

Eighth Choir 

Archangel: Members of 
this choir are the seven 
spirits who stand before 

the throne of God ready to 
announce His commands.

• Michael – Is the greatest and most well-known of the 
 archangels who protects. He leads all the other archangels. 
 He is clothed as warrior ready to announce
 God’s commands against evil. 
• Gabriel – Is the messenger of the Holy 
 Spirit and has charge over priests, and of 
 all souls who practice a special devotion
 to the Holy Spirit. He usually is depicted 
 blowing a horn and carrying a lily or staff.
• Raphael – Angel of Joy! He greets Tobias 
 with “Joy be to thee always”. (Tob 5:11) 
 He is the angel that guides and heals and 
 is confined to the Old Testament story of 
 Tobit. He is often pictured holding a staff 
 that represents healing and is clothed in a green garment.

Dome Windows
Archangels Michael and Gabriel are represented in the win-
dows.

 Ninth Choir

Angel: Closest to the material world and  
are guardian of adults, children, sinners,  

innocent souls and those who suffer. 

• Their virtue is humility.
• Angels assigned to children – Their garments are light blue 
 and wears a wreath of roses. Their hands are always folded
 in prayer and eyes continually directed toward Heaven.
• Angels assigned to sinners – Garments are deep red, their 
 arms are always folded across their breast 
 in prayer and faces turned upward to heaven with an 

 imploring expression.
• Angels assigned to innocent souls – They 
 are dressed in white and a beautiful crown 
 adorns their head. Their expression is 
 always joyful.
• Angels assigned to those who suffer – 
 They appear dressed in red and wear a 
 small crown. They are reserved almost 
 timid. 
The Angel assigned to children is 

represented in the window.
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St. Martha Catholic School
ACCREDITED BY THE TEXAS CATHOLIC CONFERENCE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

SERVING STUDENTS IN PRE-K – 8TH GRADE | WWW.STMARTHACS.ORG

Congratulations, Class of 2017!

 On May 26, 2017, SMCS commemorated the graduation of 33 students during a Mass celebrated 
by Msgr. Borski and followed by a reception honoring the graduates and their families. Our students 
who have become family as they learned, worshipped and matured into young adults together will con-
tinue their education at Incarnate Word Academy, St. Agnes Academy, Cristo Rey Jesuit, Strake Jesuit, 
Covenant Preparatory, St. Pius X Catholic, St. Thomas Catholic, Frassati Catholic, Kingwood Park and 
Kingwood high schools. The staff and families of SMCS wish all our graduates the best and pray that 
they will continue to grow in mind, heart and spirit as they continue their education and spiritual journey. 
Thank you to the parents of these graduates for entrusting their children to SMCS and to our wonderful 
school and parish families for their strong commitment to and generous support of Catholic education. 

Limited Openings
for the 2017-2018

School Year!

Visit our school website
at www.stmarthacs.org
for more information or

contact Registrar
Jodie Richter at 

richterj@stmarthacs.org.

Chloe Adu-Gyamfi
Allissa Altman
Adam Anderson
Ana Sofia Aragon
Alaina Ashy
Alexandra Benedict
Jakob Brammer
Sienna Bryan
Alexis Cox
R. Hayden Diamond 
Moira Dodge
Daniel Farace
Liam Grady
Grace Guillory
Charles Jardine
Nathan Jimerson
Matthew King
Leah Lucas
Parker Manning
Christian Medina
Jack Mikuta
Catherine Miller
Joseph Mundell
William Schmidt
David (J.R.) Simmons
J. Landen Smith
Alexander Varela
Riley Villarreal
Cameron Womack
Dillan Womack
Austin Zammit
Catalina Zapata
Claire Zeinieh

Farewell to Mrs. Tina Lewis and welcome to Mrs. Jessica Munscher!

 St. Martha Catholic School (SMCS) will be saying farewell to our Principal Mrs. Tina Lewis 
after her eight years of dedicated service to our students and families. During Mrs. Lewis’ years at 
SMCS, the school became financially sustainable, and the student population grew to a record high 
- in particular the middle school grew to expand for the first time to two classes in all grade levels. 
Under Mrs. Lewis’ leadership, many additional activities and extracurricular programs were created 
including Crusader Clans, Band, and Student Ambassadors Program plus Chess, Drama, Spanish 
and Yearbook Clubs. In addition, the athletics program was expanded with the additional sports of 
baseball, cross country, softball and volleyball. The effects of her deep passion for our Catholic faith, 
her heart for community and service, and her contributions to the school will have a lasting impact 
on the future of SMCS. We wish Mrs. Lewis all the best and pray for her as she transitions into her 
position as principal of St. Edward Catholic School in Spring.
 SMCS welcomes our new principal Mrs. Jessica Munscher, who comes to us from the Diocese 
of Pittsburgh where she is currently the principal of St. Gabriel School. We look forward to her join-
ing us and bringing her years of teaching and administrative experience to our school. 
 St. Martha Catholic School provides an excellent Catholic education by developing mind, heart, 
and spirit as we share in community to form witnesses who transform the world.
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Hospitality at Mass: A Key  
to Good Stewardship 

 For many individuals and families alike, summer means 
travel. And summer travel may mean new visitors to our par-
ish for weekend liturgies. How we greet and provide hospital-
ity for our guests says a lot about our practice of good steward-
ship. 
 Providing hospitality to strangers is a hallmark of Chris-
tian stewardship. In the Gospel of Matthew good stewards 
were commended for their hospitality: “I was a stranger and 
you welcomed me” (Matt. 25:35). Saint Benedict directed his 
followers to receive guests and travelers as if they were Christ. 
Extending hospitality is especially important when it comes to 
welcoming visitors who may be attending Mass at our parish 
for the first time. 
 There is a lot of anecdotal evidence sug-
gesting that the ability of a first-time visitor to 
have a meaningful experience of Christ in the 
liturgy is directly impacted by the warmth of 
the welcome extended by the local worship-
ping community. When people say hello, the 
worship experience is enhanced. A warm wel-
come is part of evangelization, work necessary 
in a church’s mission to help people discover or 
renew their faith in Christ. 
 How do we treat the unknown person who walks by us in 
church, or who sits next to us at Mass? Do we ignore them? 
Talk around them? Look at them and say nothing? Do we take 
the initiative to greet them, smile, extend a warm handshake? 
Remember, we are Christ’s ambassadors (2 Corinthians 5:20). 
Our actions and reactions toward visitors at Mass communi-
cate who we are and who we represent. Let us take time to 
welcome visitors to our parish this summer. Welcoming ges-
tures, however small, will not only have a positive impact on 
visitors, they will make us more hospitable ambassadors of 
Christ.

Do You Welcome Visitors to Your Parish?
 Welcoming newcomers to your parish is not just the job of 
the pastoral staff, ushers, ministers of hospitality or greeters. It 
is everyone’s responsibility. Here are ten things you can do to 
provide better hospitality in your parish. 

1. Cultivate the virtue of hospitality at Mass. Many Mass at-
tendees tend to gather into little cliques and ignore those who 
are not members of their particular clique. They are not really 
inhospitable, just heedless of the need for hospitality. Make 
hospitality a new habit when you go to Mass.
2. Come early, leave late. Instead of rushing to Mass to be 
there on time, and then rushing out at its conclusion, make 
time to come a little early and linger just a bit later. Make room 
in your busy life to greet and spend time with others at Mass.
3. Go in peace to greet someone! Seek out someone you’ve 
not met before. Shake their hand, introduce yourself, and take 
a few moments to welcome them to your parish home, God’s 
house.

4. Welcome everyone. Not only do visitors 
need your warm welcome, regular Mass at-
tendees also need a friendly greeting. Develop 
a good handshake and be enthusiastic about 
your parish. You are greeting others in the 
name of Christ.
5. Help newcomers connect. While you are 
getting to know visitors, introduce them to other 
parishioners as the opportunity presents itself. 
Feel free to invite visitors to sit next to you.

6. Say goodbye with genuine warmth. After Mass, bid fare-
well to visitors, inviting them to return. Introduce them to the 
pastor if the opportunity arises.
7. Avoid parish business. Avoid conducting parish business 
with others just before or after Mass. Focus on hospitality and 
greeting visitors.
8. Give visitors information about the parish. Ensure that 
a visitor has a bulletin and other information about the par-
ish before they leave. If there is a social gathering after Mass, 
invite them.
9. Be part of a greeting ministry team. Parishes are always 
in need of greeters to serve regularly, and provide ongoing for-
mation to new greeters. Help out, be a greeter.
10. Greet those who already minister in the area of hospi-
tality. It isn’t necessary to neglect the people who are already 
ministers of hospitality in order to make visitors feel at home. 
A simple wave and a smile go a long way.
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Missionary Family
Parishioners of St. Martha called to be a Foreign Missionary Family

 Michael and Veronica Henderson along with their seven 
children (Michael, Mariam, Kevin, Thomas, Lydia, Sarah, and 
Bernadette) have answered God’s call to serve as a full-time 
Catholic foreign missionary family! Michael and Veronica heard 
God calling them to a life in missions in January of 2015, and 
they both heard Him loud and clear. They sold their home and 
all of their belongings and have given their lives to the mission 
adgentes (to the Nations). The Holy Spirit has given them His 
peace and continues to be the principle agent of their mission. 
After hearing about Family Missions Company, an apostolate of 
lay Catholic missionaries in Abbeville, Louisiana, they knew the 
Lord was answering their question, “How can we do more to 
serve Jesus and His Church?”
 In the Fall of 2015, they spent three months in formation 
with FMC then were sent to preach the gospel and serve the poor 
in General Cepeda, Mexico, and are now preparing to move to 
Taiwan after the birth of their newest baby. The Lord has blessed 
them both in this discernment to move to Taiwan and has given 
them peace. Through little miracles along the way He has shown 
them His desire for them to serve in this nation where less than 
1% of the people are Catholic and around 2% Christian. After 
visiting Taiwan they report being able to meet people daily who 
have never heard of Jesus Christ. Then Jesus said to his disci-
ples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore 
ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest” 
(Matthew 9:37-38).
 While serving in Mexico the Lord showed them that He can 
use their gifts in ways they could never imagine to further the 

Kingdom of God! They feel that to be instruments of the Lord 
they need to be ever ready and docile to His will and not think 
they can do it on their own and have their own plans for His mis-
sion. “The Lord has shown us time and time again that when we 
get out of His way, humble ourselves, and do what He is asking, 
the results are always much greater than anything we could have 
imagined! Our earthly rules and limitations, fears and anxieties 
don’t apply to God. When He wants something done, He can get 
it done. He just needs us to be His hands and feet because that’s 
the way He desires it to be.” said the Hendersons. And Jesus 
came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth 
has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all na-
tions, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that 
I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to 
the end of the age” (Matthew 28:18-20). Although Jesus has all 
authority in heaven and on earth, He gave us His mission to carry 
out and promises to be with us while we do it!
 If you are interested in learning more about their mission 
and how you can help support the great commission of Jesus you 
can check out their missionary page at: https://www.familymis 
sionscompany.com/project/henderson-family/ or email them at 
mph.hendersonsata@gmail.com
 As longtime parishioners of St. Martha’s, the Hendersons 
are grateful to have received their sacraments and their early 
formation here at St. Martha’s through Msgr. Borski, the many 
other priests who have served here, and from all the volunteers 
and staff who say yes to the Lord and serve the parish.
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